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Clam population densities in general are still well below  
 the baseline values of 60+ years ago. 



Density trends in the upper bays have been 
 strongly positive. 



Sinepuxent Bay clam densities show a strong  
positive trend similar to the bays above the  
inlet. 

Clam densities in Chincoteague/Newport Bays  
have recently shown slight increases, but  
recovery to benchmark levels may take many  
more years. 



Dermo disease prevalence (% of infected oysters) has jumped sharply during the 
 last two years in the only known subtidal oyster population in Chincoteague Bay. 



2016 Additions to the Molluscan Survey Species List 

Cayenne Keyhole Limpet 
    Diodora cayenensis 

Knobbed Whelk 
 Busycon carica 

Atlantic Brief Squid 
Lolliguncula brevis 



The Human Side 

Sampling takes place under all manner of  
adverse conditions. 

Many thanks to our crew of volunteers for  
being good sports about it. 


