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Director's Message
|
The staff of the Coastal Bays Program Ha New Year!

hopes you enjoy our new eNewsletter
Solutions. Using electronic media not
only allows us to reach a wider
audience in an instant, it also cuts
down on the amount of paper we use.
This electronic newsletter is just one
way we continued work to protect and
preserve the Coastal Bays in 2010.

Through education and outreach
programs, restoration projects and
involvement with the business
community, builders, residents,
visitors and government leaders, the
Maryland Coastal Bays Program works
to improve water quality, protect
habitat and enhance forests and
wetlands.

Citizen's Advisory Committee

Thanks to your support we
accomplished a lot in 2009. Read on
for more details and to learn about
what we plan to accomplish in 2010.
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Dave Wilson, Jr.

Osprey Triathlon Raised More than $43K

Despite threatening weather, more than 400 . »

athletes from across the region competed in Shlftlng Sands
the 10th Annual Osprey Sprint Triathlon at

Public Landing on Oct. 3 to benefit the [ -
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Maryland Coastal Bays Foundation.

The $75 entrance fee and generous local
sponsorships helped raise more than $43,000,
which will be used for restoration, monitoring,
and education in the coastal bays watershed.
Despite the cloudy and threatening weather,
hundreds of spectators gathered to cheer on




racers during the half-mile swim in
Chincoteague Bay, the 15.2-mile bike course
and the 3.1-mile run on the roads
surrounding the rural countryside of southern
Worcester County.

The
10th
annual
Ospre
y
Sprint
Triathl
on
was
sponso
red by
Seacrets, M & T Bank, Bahia Marina,
Thrasher’s Fries, Gismondi Insurance, Taylor
Bank, Francis Scott Key Motel, OC Wasabi,
Sun Signs, Delmarva Power, Barcoding Inc.,
Ocean City Chiropractic Clinic, Halls
Restaurant, the Original Greene Turtle, Bike
Sports, Pepsi, Home Depot, Coastal Builders,
Atlantic General Hospital, Mike Truitt of Merrill
Lynch and Worcester County Tourism.
Thanks also to Hi-Tide Marine, Todd Burbage
and Kool Ice and Seafood for donating goods
and services and to local artist Kirk McBride
who donated the logo design for our 10th
anniversary race. T-shirts sporting the new
logo will be sold during the race and at the
pre-race dinner Friday night at Sunset Grille
in West Ocean City. A final thanks to the
Worcester County Public Works Department
and the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources.

For complete race results visit
WWW.compuscore.com

Ayres Creek Kayak Launch

Special Message
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Coastal Bays
REPORT CARD
2008

Rezoning A Success

This scientifically rigorous repart card is to inform you of the relative health of the
Coastal Bays. Afver reviewing the report card, register onling (wwmieco-check.org)

to receive undates and future resart eards

This scientifically rigorous report card is to
inform you of the relative health of the
Coastal Bays.

Although the overall score for the Coastal
Bays was a C+, there were distinct
differences among reporting regions.

Click on the Report Card to read the entire
document.
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New Fundraiser
a Success!

_ This holiday Thanks to our Donors
fundraiser was a

great success for a
" first run, with
Jartists from across
the region
donating a portion
of their proceeds
to the MCBP.

Funds raised from Arts 4 Clean Bays will go to
supporting core programs, including
improving water quality, restoring and
preserving habitat and educating citizens
about the ecological beauty and value of the
Maryland Coastal Bays.

Donate Today!

Special thanks to Ken Taylor of the
Wainwright Tire Center who donated the the
building on Broad Street in Berlin.

Highest Population of Horseshoe Crabs in
Maryland
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A recently released study - Horseshoe Crab
Spawning Activity in Maryland's Coastal Bays:
2002-2009 reveals the highest population
counted to date in the state. This annual
count is organized by the MD Coastal Bays
Program and includes training. Analyses of
survey data from the past seven years has
been reviewed and presented to DNR staff,
the Atlantic National Marine Fisheries
Commission and at the 2009 Atlantic
Estuarine Research Society Conference.

Click HERE to read the full report, compiled
by MCBP staffer Carol Cain and Steve Doctor
of the Fisheries Service.

Showell Restoration Project Completed

We are thrilled to announce that our wetland
habitat restoration proect at a 89-acre
conservation easement in Showell is now
completed. The habitat restoration enhances
an already productive riparian corridor, while
maintaining critical flood control functions.
The project showcases some of the
techniques in restoring streams and wetlands
in the landscape, and was funded by the
Maryland Department of Environment and the
Maryland Department of Agriculture.

For more information about this project and
other conservation and restoration projects
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totaling 547 acres, click HERE.

Coastal Stewards Program

In 2009, eleven Coastal Stewards were hired
and trained to work as interpreters at
Assateague and other local parks and
museums. Throughout the summer, Coastal
Stewards shared information about the
coastal nature and heritage of the Delmarva
Peninsula, and encouraged tourists to visit
parks and museums. Coastal Stewards
learned about "green" jobs, and networked
with leaders in federal, state, and local
government, non-profit organizations, and
businesses. This MCBP sponsored program
was funded by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Coastal
1st District

Frank
Kratovil.

Stewards with

Congressman

Partner Links
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Rene Laffite, a summer intern with the MCBP ,
participated in a bird banding last summer on an
island near the Route 90- bridge in Ocean City.

About a dozen people from the Maryland
Coastal Bays Program and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, as well as several volunteers,
traveled to the small island with a goal to band
juvenile Royal Terns.
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